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Solutions Begin with 
Individuals

The problems we face are global in 
proportion, but their solution begins with individuals.

This daily greeting to visitors and employees reminds us that we each have a part to 

-

This issue of Courier shares with you some of the impact-driven activities we pursue 

prepared for true (and false) messages in the digital age?

-

-
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-

-

-

that a Hawaii Emergency Management 
Agency (HI-EMA) employee—whether 

-

interface—sent the signal in what was 

the magnitude of the warning and the 

to so many people trying to live through 

In the immediate aftermath of the warn-

to this incident as a sign of our renuclearized times and fall-

president of the United States had gotten the same alert 
-

didn’t know whether there was anything they could do if the 

the trade with the up-and-coming jour-
nalists whose reference point for the 

-

important role to play when it came to processing events 

A

Screenshots from a cell phone display an 
-
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from hearing the stories that the residents of Hawaii told 

-

-

war is part of what leads someone to take an alert like this 
seriously and that younger people tend to rate the risk of war 

I recently had the chance to review a study of false air-raid 

three American cities responded to unscheduled air-raid 

-

were actually well trained with respect to what they were 

-

study authors concluded that those of a higher social class 
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participate in the curation and even creation of the news of 

-

-

-

of fear that another false positive would do too much repu-

and perhaps even real physical harm—we do live in a world 

d

Alex Wellerstein is a historian of nuclear weapons at the 
Stevens Institute of Technology, a coprincipal investigator on 
the Reinventing Civil Defense Project (funded by the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York), and the creator of the online nuclear 
weapons effects NUKEMAP. His work has appeared in the 
Washington Post, Harper’s Magazine, the New Yorker, and other 
outlets. He blogs at blog.nuclearsecrecy.com. 

The Stanley Foundation’s media programming supports quality, 
in-depth, and timely reporting on topics related to the founda-
tion’s three issue areas: climate change, nuclear weapons policy, 
and the prevention of mass violence and atrocities. In January 
2019, the Stanley Foundation and Atomic Reporters hosted the 
four-day “This Is Not a Drill” journalism workshop in Hawaii, just 
ahead of the one-year anniversary of the false ballistic missile alert 
that occurred there. Workshop participants revisited that incident 
and explored new dimensions of nuclear risk in the digital age. 

turning on televisions if people were home or trying to 

following the alert (minutes that could mean life or death 
-

phone service clogged the lines (which for some seemed 

We don’t have as good data on what people did after the 
Hawaii alert as we might wish we did; we do not even seem 

this was a missed opportunity to study American attitudes 

-

All of this points to interesting perils and promises of social 

-



Beyond State Collapse:  
A CAR Notebook

By Amy Niang

Photos by Will Baxter
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groups have usurped state prerogatives in no less than two-thirds of the T
of de facto decentralized or deregulated political gover-

This situation leaves people no other choice than to fend 

to dynamic social initiatives that are providing the kind of 

Similar scenes—of people making do and of communities 
doing what they can to look after themselves—are repeated 

-
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played a major role in the recent crisis through Operation 

-

multilateral trusteeship?

-

common project—is the outcome of a conjunction of histori-

legitimize intervention in the form of intrusive policy treat-

-

An Aborted State-Building Process

predatory groups and the hundreds of thousands of internally 

-
tion to a postcolonial regime that systematized political 

-

-

France’s role in precipitating state collapse is especially 

-
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-

not a solution to the humani-

-

have in mind is not neces-
sarily the state that the 
international community—

prescriptions—is trying to 

-
tain the terms that structure 

-

-

d

Amy Niang is senior lecturer in international relations at the 
University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
She recently published 
Stateness and Modes of Sovereignty. 

Will Baxter is a photographer and writer whose work focuses on 

in 
, and other outlets.

The Stanley Foundation’s efforts in mass violence and atrocity pre-
vention consider how all actors, including the private sector and 
civil society, can effectively engage and collaborate to promote 

on using evidence to inform action at national, regional, and global 
levels to create peace and prevent the worst forms of violence.

This story originally ran in South Africa’s  
newspaper. It was written as part of Uncovering Security, a media-
skills-development program run by the Stanley Foundation, 
Thomson Reuters Foundation, and the Gerda Henkel Stiftung.

an enormous contingent of aid workers and development 

-

-

-

-

-
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Hasan Bhuiyan)
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Footing the Bill

By Sohara Mehroze Shachi
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A Titanic Gap in Funding
The Paris Agreement contains a provision asking countries 

 
 
 

-
 
 
 
 
 

-
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-

 

-

that we need to work ever more strongly with the private 

The private sector is often reluctant to invest in the green 

hen the Paris Agreement on climate change was negotiated W
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has set up a climate change trust fund and has dedicated 
-

-

-

sovereign wealth funds—manage trillions of dollars’ worth 

Green Banks in Action

support of community solar projects in New York State 

the United Kingdom have also formed national green 
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Overcoming Obstacles

-

who leads Rocky Mountain Institute’s work on green invest-

Large-scale investors such as sovereign funds are usually not 
-

and transactional costs compared to investing in larger 

-
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as an institutional mechanism for countries to help achieve 

preindustrial levels as called for in the Paris Agreement 

-

d

Sohara Mehroze Shachi is a freelance journalist based in 
Bangladesh. She is a graduate of Yale University and her work 
primarily focuses on climate change and environmental issues 
and has appeared in 

, and other outlets.

The Stanley Foundation’s work on climate change policy exam-
ines and advances collective action for safe pathways that limit 
global warming to 1.5°C above preindustrial levels. The foun-
dation is pleased to have taken part in the Green Bank Design 
Summit and will continue to champion this kind of innovative, 
impactful activity.

institutions are hesitant to invest in foreign currencies that 

-

The Way Ahead

will convene a special summit on climate change to reiter-

-
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Pushing for Parity
in Nuclear Policy

By Francie Williamson
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-

The Strength of Stereotypes

third of the workforce at the US National Nuclear Security 

delegations at a recent meeting on the Nuclear Non-

of undergraduate courses on issues related to weapons of 

-

The gender initiative replicates work Holgate did while she 

-

-

A
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of the women interviewed said adopting stereotypically 
masculine traits was crucial to success and that appearing 

The Importance of Women in Nuclear Policy

-

Dover said she thinks more women entered more-prominent 

-

-

this element of war and peace and the archetypal feminine 
and masculine that has played into what roles people are 

According to a recent report on women in nuclear security 
from the policy think tank New America—which includes 

also had to perform the constant mental and emotional 

-

found the people within it fascinating and had so much 

Ploughshares)
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The Creation of the Initiative
Holgate said she and Dover recognized that tackling the 
gender gap needs to involve the leaders of nuclear policy 

-

supplement that with top-down efforts to improve gender 

-

Ploughshares provided Holgate with a grant to apply the 

Holgate said the gender disparity in nuclear policy is most 

-
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women’s participation in nuclear policy programming events 

-

-

The nuclear policy champions also were asked to designate 
focal points within their organizations to track the progress 

organization who are empowered 

to facilitate the accomplishment 
of those commitments and work 
with other focal points to share 

The Stanley Foundation’s focal 
point is Nuclear Policy Program 

ensure that our colleagues can 

launching the Accelerator Initiative to help elevate women 
who are in the early stages of their careers in nuclear policy 

the opportunity to participate in the foundation’s 2019 

important—especially to people who are early in their 

-

The leader of each organization that has signed on to the 

Foundation is committed to 

nuclear policy champions have 
signed on to a panel-parity 

-

commit to at least three separate pledges to spur more 

-

-

The Stanley Foundation’s Role
Porter said he committed the Stanley Foundation to three 

-

developing invitation lists for nuclear policy programming 

events planned jointly; achieve an average of 45 percent 

“When we’re talking about 
existential threats to the world, 
we should settle for nothing 
less than the best possible 
performance that we can get. 
And that means inclusiveness.”

—Laura Holgate
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only one of a handful of women in a 
-

Holgate said research has shown that 
young women are more inspired to 

-

on the performances against the 

champions getting the things done 

-

d

The Stanley Foundation’s nuclear policy programming aims to 

the spread and avoid the use of nuclear weapons by advancing 
governance solutions that manage or leverage disruptive tech-
nologies. This includes efforts to develop understanding and 
awareness of the risks that emerging technologies pose, identi-
fying and promoting innovative ways that they may be applied, 
informing and supporting nuclear governance institutions as 
stakeholders adapt to the implications of emerging technologies, 
and advancing solutions that involve stakeholders at all levels.

The Stanley Foundation will provide the women taking part 
in the Accelerator Initiative the opportunity to write a policy 

-
nations solicited from partners the Stanley Foundation has 

accelerate their careers as well as accelerating the slow jour-

The Importance of Mentors

engineering and political science from the Massachusetts 
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Global Journeys 
Develop New 
Perspectives

Teachers Enhance Their Understanding 

of the World through Travel
By Francie Williamson



26 Courier 

-

-

A New Adventure
-

listen to their stories and add to my repertoire so that I can 

Muscatine school district to travel internationally to a des-

incorporate the lessons they learn on their trips into their 

-

-

others understand their own worldview—how and why the 

H
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“I’m Not Much of a Traveler”
-

-

-

Western Hemisphere and look out over the canopy of the 

Berry was surprised at how little she understood her des-

-
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have survived and then compare and contrast those native 

Dunsmore said highlights of her trip included visiting the 
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“I Walked The Walk”

-

Berry also said it is important for children to understand 

-

-

-

d

Through its Community Partnerships programming, the 
Stanley Foundation promotes global citizenship and 
global education in its hometown of Muscatine, Iowa, and 
nearby. Community Partnerships programming includes the 
Catherine Miller Explorer Awards, the Iowa Student Global 
Leadership Conference, Investigation U., and many other 
such programs. More information about them is available 
at www.stanleyfoundation.org.

most important things that I hope to instill in my students 
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Two longtime Stanley 
Foundation staff mem-

officer for community 

foundation in 1984 and 
served in several posi-

-

CONSIDER THIS...

209 Iowa Avenue
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Celebrating Their Contributions to Peace
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