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PROVOKING THOUGHT AND DIALOGUE ABOUT THE WORLD

Beijing: Commitments and Contrasts
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The UN’s Future
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Southwest,

More from Beijing.

In September Joan Winship, Stan-
ley Foundation vice president for
Outreach, attended the UN Fourth
World Conference on Women
(4WCW) in Beijing. She writes
here about some of her impres-
SIONS.

‘ ‘ ow was Beijing?” It
was an exciting,
frustrating, challeng-

ing, colorful, uncomfortable, stim-
ulating, and extremely intense
three weeks of activity, network-
ing, and focusing on critical issues
of importance to the entire inter-
national community.

In September an estimated 40,000
to 50,000 women and men gath-

ered in China for the 4WCW and
the parallel meeting for non-
governmental organizations
(NGOs) NGO Forum '95. The
Beijing conference has been
called the “conference of commit-
ments.” Certainly it was a confer-
ence of contrasts. Individual
women journeyed thousands of
miles and overcame many obsta-
cles in order to get to the NGO
Forum where they learned from
others and shared expertise on
issues such as education, health,
poverty, decisionmaking, environ-
ment, violence, and the legal and
human rights of women. The con-
ference of official delegations
debated these same issues in a
much more formal UN setting,
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One of many.
Chinese government
delegates protest at a
workshop held by
Tibetan refugees.
While some NGO
Forum seminars

at the Fourth World
Conference on Women
touched on difficult
political issues in
China, thousands of
others addressed topics
of concern worldwide.

Beijing
-continued on page 2



If the
tent...
collapsed
...women
moved

to circles
on the
gravel....

Beijing

-continued from page 1

seeking consensus on internation-
al standards to promote the rights
of women and girls, and to
encourage and challenge govern-
ments at home.

Overcoming Obstacles
Everyday, persistence, flexibility,
and determination for change and
openness faced the challenges of
reluctance, pessimism, fear of
change, and censorship. Even
before the conference began, the
Chinese hosts and the UN orga-
nizers faced major dilemmas. This
was the largest number of people
ever to assemble for a UN global
conference. As the numbers of
delegates planning to attend grew,
especially for the NGO Forum,
the Chinese became increasingly
concerned about the impact that
thousands of women and human
rights activists might have on the
Chinese people. To control and
isolate the NGO Forum, the Chi-
nese government moved it from

Whatever it takes.
Chairs and a litle
space were all that

was required for
imprompi
discussions

ar the NGO Forum
in Huairou.

downtown Beijing to the town of
Huairou, about thirty miles north.
Controversy abounded, not only
about the venue but about the lim-
itations placed on granting visas
to certain human rights groups
and individuals with whom the
Chinese disagreed. Despite nego-
tiated changes in policy, many
women found themselves facing
visa delays which eliminated dele-
gations from some countries.
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Once the conference began, the
Chinese imposed tight security
controls, initially demanded secu-
rity checks constantly, and
harassed certain individuals and
the press. Every time a person
took photographs or taped an
interview or speaker at a work-
shop, there was a Chinese plain-
clothes security person taping and
taking pictures of that person.

Yet, here too the contrast was dra-
matic. Women demonstrated their
flexibility and determination.
Many had overcome obstacles
within their own societies and
lives to get to Beijing. They would
not allow the Chinese security, the
frustration with conditions in
Huairou, and the rain and mud to
interfere with their real purposes
for being there.

Discussions and workshops took

place on issues like:

« Access to education for girls and
women.

» Access to credit.

« Issues of violence (whether in
the home or the use of rape in
war).

 The growing number of AIDS
cases around the world.

If the classrooms were too small or
the discussion incomplete, people
held second sessions. If the tent
assigned collapsed under heavy
rains, women moved to circles on

the gravel when the rains stopped.

Interestingly, the efforts to control
evolved during the conference.
During the opening days of the.
NGO Forum, the Chinese tried
valiantly to conduct bag searches
and have delegates pass through
security gates. Designated areas
were established for posters and
banners to be hung and for demon-
strations to be held. But within
days their approach had to change.
Security checks became more lax,
and many participants bypassed
them altogether. When there were
not enough assigned places for
women to sell the items they had
brought with them, African
women sold their wares on blan-
kets along the streets. Soon the
Chinese salespeople joined them,
moving from their assigned tents.

Signs and banners were posted
everywhere and demonstrations
took place in unauthorized areas.
Japanese women marched
against nuclear testing in the
Pacific; Tibetan exiles marched
against the Chinese occupation
of Tibet; and still others protest-
ed the US blockade of Cuba.

Exaggerated Fears

The mass demonstrations that the
Chinese feared did not take
place, highlighting the contrast
of rumor versus reality. Prior to
our arrival, rumors about the
conference had been spread
among the Chinese, including
well-educated scholars I know in
Beijing and other Chinese cities.
One rumor had it that the majori-
ty of the women attending were
prostitutes and lesbians and Chi-
nese citizens might catch AIDs if
they got near the participants.
Another rumor held that not only
would there be mass demonstra-
tions, but the demonstrators
would march nude. Police, hotel
personnel, and taxi drivers were
to have sheets and blankets read-
ily available should such a
demonstration take place.

Just as these Chinese reports
were false, so too were the
rumors spread by the political
right in the United States. The
Beijing conference was not a

courier

No. 20, Fall 1995 ISSN 1044-5900

The Counrier is published three times a year by
the Stantey Foundation and mailed without
charge to interested readers, The views expressed
here are not necessarily those of the foundation.

President  Richard Stanley
Editor Jeffrey Martin
Managing Editor  Amy Bakke
Correspondent Mary Gray Davidson
Correspondent  Keith Porter
Editorial Assistant Bonnie Tharp
©1995 by The Stanley Foundation. Reprints of
certain articles may be obtained upon permis-
sion from the foundation. To receive future
issues, contact:
The Stanley Foundation
216 Sycamore Street, Suite 500
Muscatine, lowa 52761-3831 USA
(319) 264-1500, Fax (319) 264-0864
Internet stanfound-sf@mcimail.com

Courier




gathering of antifamily radicals. In
fact, much of the work at both the
official meetings and the NGO
Forum focused on the relation-
ships of women and girls and their
roles in the family. As first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton said in
her address to the official confer-
ence, “What we are learning
around the world is that, if women
are healthy and educated, their
families will flourish. If women
are free from violence, their fami-
lies will flourish. If women have a
chance to work and earn as full
and equal partners in society, their
families will flourish. And when
families flourish, communities and
nations will flourish. That is why
every woman, every man, every
child, every family, and every
nation on our planet has a stake in
the discussion that takes place
here.”

The spirit of Beijing was apparent
the morning that Mrs. Clinton was
to appear in Huairou. Hard rains
forced her speech to be moved
inside from a site that would have
held thousands to one that was
only to hold 1,500. Women began
to gather in the early hours for her
9:30 a.m. speech. By 7:30 a.m.
there were hundreds waiting to get
in, and it was already obvious that
most would not. And yet, women
waited, partitioned by security
forces, sharing umbrellas, meeting

those who were standing beside
them, and talking about their work
and their concerns.

The Issues

The US media’s focus on whether
or not Mrs. Clinton should attend
and on the complications and con-
ditions imposed by the Chinese
hosts seems to have obscured the
focus on the work that was done.
More than 5,000 workshops were
held during the ten days of the
NGO Forum. Some focused on
specific nations and issues, others
on global strategies, still others on
arts and computers. In all, exper-
tise and experience were shared,
new ideas emerged, networks
were widened, and individuals
and groups were energized to
return home to continue their
work and struggle for the rights of
women.

At the official conference in Bei-
jing, the Platform of Action won
praise from many for being a
stronger document than was
feared might be the case. By sign-
ing it, 189 countries have publicly
committed themselves to pursuing
the goals of the platform. The
document breaks new ground,
emphasizing such areas as:
o The rights of girls endangered
by infanticide.
* Equal access to economic
resources.

Adversity Begets Camaraderie. Women share umbrellas, rain slickers, and
whatever else they can find to stay dry while waiting for a speech by first lady
Hillary Clinton.
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* Recognizing rape as a war
crime.

* The equality of inheritance
rights for women.

One of the most far-reaching deci-
sions was the recognition that
women’s rights supersede nation-
al, cultural, and religious tradi-
tions. In addition to the platform,
many governments announced
specific national commitments.

The United States committed to
four areas that American women
identified as priorities:

* Equality and power-sharing.

+ Economic security, including
balancing work and family
responsibilities.

 The human rights of women
with particular emphasis on vio-
lence against women.

« Health.

In each of these areas the United
States has gone on record to pur-
sue specific programs. These will
be coordinated by a new Inter-
Agency Council, operating out of
the White House, to help direct
implementation and follow-up
efforts in public/private partner-
ship.

The 4WCW brought new enthusi-
asm and energy to many partici-
pants. The exchanges were
dynamic, the learning curve steep.
Many are now involved in sharing
those experiences with others who
were unable fo go to Beijing. For
the conference to have a lasting
impact, however, implementation
of the Platform of Action must
begin. Individuils and NGOs
must hold their governments
accountable to the commitments
they have made. Strategies need to
be developed, networks need to be
strengthened, and actions need to
be taken if the spirit and commit-
ments of the 4AWCW in Beijing
are to be implemented and the
conference truly recognized as a
“conference of commitments.”
—Joan D. Winship

...women’s
rights
supersede
national,
cultural,
and
religious
traditions.




The UN at Fifty: Crisis or Crossroads?

The UN is
the only
organization
available to
coordinate
worldwide
response to
a host

of new
problems....

Ken Rutherford, an Ameri-

can relief worker for the

International Rescue

Committee, was traveling

a dusty road in rural
Somalia on December 16,
1991, when, he recalled, “The
whole front of the car blew up.”
He looked down and saw his right
foot torn off by a land mine. “I
was trying to put it back on,” he
said, “and it kept falling off.... The
only reason I'm [alive] is because
I'was born in this country.... In
developing countries, they don’t
have a chance.” —New York
Times, October 8, 1995

he United Nations esti-
mates that there are more
than 110 million land

mines spread over the globe, and
anywhere from two to five million
more are planted annually. But the
UN, strapped for funds, can only
clear about 100,000 land mines a
year. Still, it is the only organiza-
tion the world has to assist coun-
tries trying to clean up this awful
debris from a war—debris that
kills 10,000 noncombatants every
year.

Despite performing vital services
like clearing land mines, it scems
as if the UN’s failings are getting
most of the media and public
attention during its fiftieth
anniversary year. Its greatest vic-
tories are quietly celebrated or
even forgotten. Some accomplish-
ments like the relatively peaceful
and quick decolonization of
Africa, the eradication of small-
pox, and the UN’s worldwide pro-
gram of aid to developing coun-
tries are of historic proportion.
Others, such as the recent transi-
tion to democracy in Namibia; the
rollback of aggression in the Per-
sian Gulf; or intervention in
thorny disputes in El Salvador,
Mozambique, and Angola have

been vital to managing world
affairs in a more peaceful man-
ner. The UN is the only organiza-
tion available to coordinate
worldwide response to a host of
new problems plaguing the planet
at the end of the twentieth centu-
ry, including environmental, pop-
ulation, and food problems. The
bottom line, according to Under-
Secretary-General Marrack
Goulding, is that the United
Nations “can save a lot of lives.”

Yet, the United Nations has fallen
short of its founders’ hopes. It has
not developed into a consistent
and reliable collective security
system, and it has not saved “suc-
ceeding generations from the
scourge of war.” Though World
War III has been avoided, there
have been countless regional
wars in which the UN played no
useful role. Recently, it has fallen
on its face in Bosnia, Rwanda,
and Somalia. These failures point
to a major drawback of the UN. It
was designed to deal with inter-
state conflicts and is constitution-
ally prohibited from interfering in
the affairs of member states.
Today, the most volatile conflicts
are between opposition groups
within the same country. This
paradox between collective
responsibility for world peacg.’
and individual state sovereignty
is at the center of the new world
order to which the UN must try to
adapt.

In June the Stanley Foundation
held a conference in Scotland for
UN diplomats and experts to
examine the current threats to
peace and security, unforeseen by
the UN’s founders fifty years
ago. Recognizing that it is much
easier to cite the UN’s failures,
this diverse group took on the
more difficult task of trying to
develop a vision of how the glob-

al community could more effec-
tively respond to current world
crises.

Defining the Problems

Before participants could begin to
create new models for internation-
al institutions, they first tried to
define the forces that have
changed the world so dramatically
and pinpoint why most current
conflicts—Bosnia, for example—
are between competing forces
within the same country.

Superpower interests during the
Cold War kept a lid on the sim-
mering internal tensions that have
exploded today. State citizenship
defined, more than anything else,
one’s identity during the Cold
War masking more complex eth-
nic, religious, racial, gender, and
class issues that all feed into one’s
identity. Today, many subnational
groups are calling for increased
autonomy if not complete inde-
pendence. By recognizing the
importance of identity, the inter-
national community can move
beyond managing conflicts
already underway to detecting and
prevénting conflicts from even
breaking out.

Most participants agreed, howev-

‘er, that preventive diplomacy

won’t work if the world does not
address the growing disparity
between the haves and the have-
nots. Poverty and injustice all feed
into one’s sense of insecurity, and
they noted the correlation between
deprivation and violence.

Also fueling today’s conflicts is
the ever-increasing global arms
trade. What’s ironic is that the five
permanent members of the UN
Security Council, who are sup-
posed to resolve conflicts, are par-
ties to 85 percent of the interna-
tional arms trade. Adding to
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global insecurity is the current
stockpile of nuclear weapons and
the faltering efforts, again mainly
among Security Council members,
to scale back the weapons of mass
destruction.

The conference also examined
what prevents the United Nations
from being more effective. While
the world dumps its most difficult
problems on the UN’s doorstep,
member nations do not pay their
bills (the United States alone owes
around $1.5 billion). Nor is there
as much political support for the
UN’s work. The Security Council
is often unable to reach consensus,
which participants attributed to
political differences or even indif-
ference. In addition, the UN is
plagued with internal mismanage-
ment and clearly needs to reform
many of its structures, giving some
member states an excuse to with-
hold their support. The biggest
obstacle, though, is that the UN
was created for another era.

Even if the United Nations had
good management, adequate
resources, and support, some par-
ticipants questioned the entire col-
lective security arrangement
underpinning the UN’s work.
These involve the use of force and
the primacy of sovereignty.
Though sometimes useful and
even necessary, the threat and pos-
sible use of force does not always
work on today’s sophisticated
social movements and communal
groups. And oftentimes it back-
fires. Sovereignty, too, is thought
by some to be an archaic notion
representing the rights of
entrenched power. That power is
increasingly being contested by the
very people it is supposed to repre-
sent. Now the UN must increasing-
ly address issues of self-determina-
tion, how to intervene in failed
states, and building new nations.

Revolution or Reform?

Given the fundamental changes in
the world, the solutions proposed

at the Stanley Foundation confer-
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ence ranged from a complete

abandonment of the UN system

and setting up an entirely new set

of international organizations to a

more modest reform of the cur-

rent UN. While the participants
never decided as a group which
approach was best, they did agree
on the following set of principles
to guide the future of international
institutions:

+ Give primacy to the security of
people rather than the security
of institutions.

* Recognize the changing role of
the nation-state.

» Acknowledge the role and legiti-
macy of a broad and changing
array of associations and organi-
zations, including nongovern-
mental organizations, business
and economic organizations,
and issue and interest groups.

* Be universal in participation and
fair in representation.

 Apply a single standard of
behavior and practice to all
members.

» Focus on the root causes of inse-

curity in preference to managing
conflicts after they erupt.

» Take into account the declining
effectiveness of military solu-
tions, particularly in intrastate
conflicts.

» Assign responsibilities where
they are best handled, whether
global, regional, national, or
subnational.

+ Coordinate comprehensively
between economic and political
issues and actions.

* Be based on an understanding
that the world is in a long and
continuing transition that will
require future institutional flexi-
bility and adjustment.

The current political climate does
not offer much hope for changing
the system right now. But atti-
tudes toward the UN have swung
wildly in the past and may again
in the future, especially when a
major crisis threatens the politi-
cal, social, and economic stability
of the world’s most powerful
countries. Participants stressed
that they must continue to devel-
op strategies for improving the
current system in order to be
ready when the opportunity pre-
sents itself.

In the end, they noted, the world
would clearly be a worse place
without the United Nations. Tts
practitioners will continue to deal
with crises through a flawed sys-
tem and achieve the best results
they can, most notably saving
lives.

—Mary Gray Davidson
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The
biggest
obstacle is
that the
UN was
created for
another
era.

(See page 10
to order a full
conference report.)

Success and failure. The United
Nations played a central role in nego-
fiating a peace agreement ending the
civil war in Mozambique. It then
helped implement the agreement, in
part by monitoring elections.

But in Rwanda, the United Nations
and the whole world community
seemed paralyzed when hundreds of
thousands of people were slaughtered
during ethnic fighting.
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The UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing
late this summer was another checkpoint in the development of the
international women’s movement. The focus of the conference and

the parallel NGO Forum was on commitments and action. This
November the Stanley Foundation pursues that theme, convening a
national conference, “Bringing Beijing Back.” The conference,
aimed at individuals and NGOs, will feature: 1) a report back from
leaders of the US delegation, and 2) opportunities for strategizing to
pursue implementation of the promises the US government made in
Beljing.

JOAN WINSHIP
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The Indian state of Kerala has Per capita
. . . 250e  domestic product
income that is below the nation- 1991 ($US)

al average, but its social pro-
grams are more advanced.
Kerala has a long history of
progressive social policies,
including a tradition of partici-
patory democracy and a com- 100
mitment to female education.

Most girls complete secondary
education. The results are

2001

dramatic. 2 j
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...the
Southwest
has a lot
to offer to
the foreign
policy
debate.

The__American Southwest

Il el T e =

mmigration. Trade. Environ-
Imenl. US-Mexico relations,

Human rights. All are hot but-
ton issues with the foreign policy
community in Washington and
New York. But they are equally
hot issues in the American South-
west. Why? Because the South-
west is the home for forty percent
of all new immigrants. Because it
has felt the most direct impact
from the implementation of the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA). And
because state and local govern-
ments in the Southwest must regu-
larly deal with their Mexican
counterparts along the 2,000 mile
border on issues like water rights,
pollution, political unrest, and the
treatment of workers.

Those hot issues were among the
topics discussed at a conference
on “Shaping American Foreign
Relations: The Critical Role of the
Southwest.” The conference was
the ninth in a series of meetings
that are part of the Stanley Foun-
dation’s New American Global
Dialogue, a project designed to
explore the impact of global
changes and domestic transforma-
tions on American relationships
with the world. The Southwest
meeting, held in Santa Fe in asso-
ciation with the Tomds Rivera
Center and the Council on Foreign
Relations, follows on other

regional conferences held in the
Midwest, the Pacific Northwest,
and California.

What is It?

Geographically, the Southwest
constitutes all but the most eastern
parts of Texas; all of Arizona and
New Mexico; and large parts of
California, Colorado, and Nevada.
Historically, the region is defined
also by a common experience—
having been conquered by Spain
in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries only to be taken later by
Texas rebels and the United States
in battles with Mexico. Demo-
graphically, its large Mexican-
American population is most
prominent. Politically, its proxim-
ity to Mexico is most important.
And ecologically, its arid land is a
defining characteristic.

The conference report highlights
these defining traits, but also notes
that conference participants said
defining the region is not as
important as learning whether “the
idea of the Southwest is becoming
an important organizing theme for
the people of the region”—a ques-

tion which will be answered in the

coming years.

Why the Southwest?

This is a time when many Ameri-
cans are nervous about the future.
Rapid changes are transforming

the global economy and society,
causing many Americans to worry
about their jobs and the future of
their children. As the conference
report notes, “In the minds of
many hard-pressed middle- and
working-class Americans, immi-
gration, trade, and foreign invest-
ment are a major part of the prob-
lem. The need to address these
issues is particularly pressing in
the Southwest where one can easi-
ly witness both the positive and
negative effects of the economic
and social forces that are remak-
ing America.” Thus, especially on
the issues of trade, immigration,
relations with Mexico, and cultur-

al pluralism, the Southwest has a
lot to offer to the foreign policy
debate.

Immigration. In the past several
decades the Southwest has
become the most frequent place
for immigrants to locate—creating
a complex economic, social, and
political milieu. (See box.)
Throughout its history, the United
States has been of two minds
regarding immigration. Its her-
itage as a land of immigrants is
regularly celebrated, yet there
have been times when the country
has sought to slow immigration.
Earlier in this century there was a
national debate about immigra-
tion. But that was at a time when
the United States was emerging as
a world power, the economy was
expanding, and citizens had confi-
dence in their leaders. Today’s
immigration debate is occurring in
nearly the opposite circumstances.
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The Santa Fe group was con-
cerned about anti-immigration
legislation such as California’s
Proposition 187 and its racial
overtones. But many also said that
immigration rates are too high
and efforts to control illegal
immigration should be improved.
Most important though, they said
that the Southwest, with its high
stakes on this issue, should play a
leading role in shaping immigra-
tion policy.

Mexican Relations. In the past ten
years US relations with Mexico
have become increasingly more
important until now it is one of
the country’s most significant
bilateral relationships. The Santa
Fe group said that, with its close
proximity to Mexico and a culture

IALOGUE

so heavily influenced by Mexico,
the Southwest should take a lead-
ing role in developing the rela-
tionship.

Economically, the recent passage
of NAFTA and the devaluation
of the peso leave an open ques-
tion whether Mexico will remain
a source of low-wage workers
and cheap imports or become an
important market for US goods.
The main issue is whether the
Mexican economy can grow
rapidly. Politically, unrest in
some parts of Mexico is a
volatile and worrisome issue for
the United States. Nevertheless,
participants said that while Mex-
ican political issues should not
be ignored it is doubtful that the
United States can have a major
impact.

Cultural Pluralism. There is a lit-
tle bit of a lot of things in the

Fall 1995

Southwest. It is a region with
extreme wealth and desperate
poverty, an agricultural region
that is mixed with highly industri-
alized areas and places that are
leading the way into the informa-
tion age, and an area that holds
more ethnic diversity than most
others in the world. Will the
Southwest be a model for the rest
of the country in turning diversity
into a strength? Or will it be frac-
tured by its differences? The ques-
tion is still open. At the confer-
ence, participants said that the
most severe test will come in the
region’s largest cities—Houston
and Los Angeles—which have
incredibly diverse populations and
are struggling with how to come
to terms with that.

The lines between domestic con-
cerns and foreign policy are
becoming increasingly nebulous.
Nowhere is this more evident than
in the Southwest. In fact, as the
conference report concludes, “It
has become more a relationship
between overlapping societies

than just separate states. This shift
requires new and less-traditional
ways of thinking about national
interests and international affairs,
and in the view of most partici-
pants, the Southwest is uniquely
positioned to play a leading role in
this process.”

Not Washington
For most of this century foreign
policy has been the province of
elites on the Eastern seaboard; the
Southwest hardly had a voice. But
times have changed, and the Santa
Fe group concluded that “the
Southwest is likely to accelerate the
centrifugal forces that are pushing
interest and authority out of Wash-
ington.” Should, as a few partici-
pants suggested, the Southwest
have its own foreign policy? Per-
haps, but most of the group would
opt for a partnership with Washing-
ton in which the Southwest has a
much more vocal role.

—Jeffrey Martin

dent than in the Southwest,

born Americans

page 10.

New Settlers

During the past three decades more than 15.4 million immigiants
have legally entered the United States and as many as six million
have entered illegally. Americans have had to begin to confront
the probability that people of color will be in the majority some-
time in the next century, and nowhere are these shifts more evi-

Throughout the past thirty years nearly half of all legal immi-
grants, and probably a much higher percentage of illegal immi-
grants, have taken up residence in the Southwest. In 1992, for
example, roughly 45 percent of all immigrants admitted to the
United States moved to Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexi-
co, or Texas. As of 1990 one-third of the entire foreign-born pop-
ulation of the United States lived in California and an additional 8
percent lived in Texas. Thus it is not surprising that the Southwest
has been the scene of many of the most dramatic and highly publi-
cized incidents involving clashes between immigrants and native-

—excerpted from “Shaping American Foreign Relations: The Critical
Role of the Southwest.” To order a complete conference report see

There is

a little bit
of a lot

of things
in the
Southwest.




Common Ground
Selected Cassettes and Transcripts

9541—Helping Children Survive
A discussion with doctors from the US Centers for Disease
Control. (October 1995)

9540—Thailand; Conservation Training
Thailand faces economic changes. Also, a Chicago effort to
preserve biological diversity. (October 1995)

9539—An Independent Scotland
A talk with supporters of Scotland’s independence. (September
1995)

9538—American Views
US public opinion on international issues. (September 1995)

9537—The G-77 Today
Finding a new mission for the G-77. (September 1995)

9536—Burma; Art of Yoodoo
A report on economic disparity in Burma. Also, a look inside the
sacred art of Haitian voodoo. (September 1995)

9535—Enforcing Human Rights
A look at important human rights developments. (August 1995)

9534—O0nce the Soldiers Leave
The work of the UN’s Office of Humanitarian Affairs. (August
1995)

9533—Immigrants and America
How both legal and illegal immigration may change. (August 1995)

9532—The Islamic Threat: Myth and Reality
A look at Islamic fundamentalism. (August 1995)

9531—The Fragile Shield
Stopping diseases before they spread to the United States. (August
1995)

9530—African Problems, African Solutions
The African Capacity Building Foundation head speaks out. (July
1995)

9529—Border Guards; US-Russian Relations
A talk with the chief agent of the US Border Patrol. Also, a
Russian parliamentarian on US-Russian relations. (July 1995)

9528—Feminism and the United Nations
Charlotte Bunch on the United Nations at 50. (July 1995)

9527—Expanding NATO: Two Views
Arguments from both sides of the Polish-Russian divide. (July
1995)

Cassettes and transcripts of the foundation’s radio program Common
Ground are available at the following prices (plus shipping and han-
dling):

Single program cassettes $ 995
Two-part series cassettes 15.95
Four-part series cassettes 27.95
Transcripts 5.00

TO ORDER CASSETTES OR TRANSCRIPTS CALL TOLL FREE:

(800) 825-5746

Publications

Single copies free, see order form for multiple-copy charge.
Green entries indicate new publications.

New American Global
Dialogue

Shaping American Foreign
Relations: The Critical Role
of the Southwest.

Leaders from the Southwest
met to discuss challenges fac-
ing their region and to explore
the way different regions in the
country are becoming more
engaged in foreign policy. May
1995, 24pp.

The Changing Face of Amer-
ican Foreign Policy: The
New Role of State and Local
Actors.

A diverse group of leaders
from across the country was
brought together to compare
notes on regional involvement
in world affairs and to analyze
the implications for the future
of American foreign policy.
October 1994, 21pp.

Shaping American Global
Policy: The Growing Role of
the Pacific Northwest.

More than any other region,
the Pacific Northwest seems to
realize that its interests are
closely tied to international -
relations and expanding trade.
What challenges do its leaders
face? September 1994, 16pp.

Latinos, Global Change, and
American Foreign Policy.
For the first time Latino lead-
ers from around the country
met to exchange ideas and
address questions about the
future role of Latinos in US
foreign relations. October
1994, 20pp.

Shaping American Global
Policy: The Growing Impact
of Societal Relations.

New actors are emerging to
shape America’s global rela-
tions. This report examines
how these society-to-society

interactions have impacted the
policymaking process. Specifi-
cally, four bilateral relation-
ships were discussed:

» America and China

* America and Mexico

» America and Russia

» America and South Africa
October 1993, 52pp.

United Nations

Making Peace With the
Future: The United Nations
and World Security

A diverse group of internation-
al experts met to assess the
ability of international institu-
tions to address the sources of
insecurity in today’s world.
June 1995, 40pp.

United Nations-Bretton
Woods Collaboration: How
Much is Enough?

There is growing consensus
that better collaboration and
cooperation are needed
between the United Nations,
the World Bank, and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, but
how can a history of suspicion

~between them be overcome?

May 1995, 32pp.

State of the United Nations:
Decline or Regeneration in
the Next Fifty Years.

As the United Nations
approaches its fiftieth anniver-
sary, participants discussed
what is needed to revitalize to
meet emerging challenges.
June 1994, 44pp.

The UN System and NGOs:
New Relationships for a

New Era?

Participants discussed develop-
ing ways for NGOs to con-
tribute directly to the work of
the United Nations. February
1994, 32pp.

Courier



Political Symbol or Policy
Tool? Making Sanctions
Work.

Participants strongly supported
the development of the United
Nations’ ability to support
effective application of sanc-
tions, which includes enhanc-
ing UN operational capacity.
February 1993, 24pp.

General Interest

Building the Global Commu-
nity: The Next Step.
Twenty-four persons interested
in international education met
to clarify goals, develop a mis-
sion statement, determine
strategies, and plan actions to
advance international educa-
tion in community colleges.
November 1994, 32pp.

Nuclear Nonproliferation:
First-Tier Priority in

US Foreign Policy?

In 1992 candidate Bill Clinton
said nuclear proliferation

would be a top foreign policy
priority. Participants gathered
to assess the administration’s
progress of the issue and to
suggest areas that need atten-
tion. October 1994, 36pp.

Human Rights and

US Foreign Policy:

Who Controls the Agenda?
Five years ago the prospects
for progress on human rights
seemed promising. But human
rights advocates say the pro-
mise has only been partially
realized. October 1994, 32pp.

Shaping a New Relationship:
Russia and the US Private
Sector.

US private sector involvement
in the Russian economy is
growing. How can US govern-
ment policy strengthen and
support private initiatives?
October 1994, 20pp.

Making Global Connections.
Activities for use with the
newspaper, to infuse global

perspective into 6-8 grade
classes. September 1994, 52pp.

Preventing Weapons
Proliferation: Should the
Regimes Be Combined?
Weapons proliferation has
been identified by many as the
primary security concern of the
post-Cold War era. This con-
ference is the first attempt to
bring together experts from all
areas to examine the synthesis
and integration of nonprolifera-
tion efforts. October 1992,

40pp.

International Human Rights
and US Foreign Policy.
Human rights advocates met to
reflect on the work of the
human rights community; on
its impact, shortcomings, and
accomplishments; and on the
issues, responses, and
approaches to consider in
charting a future course in the
post-Cold War era. October
1992, 20pp.

Old Titles
Still Available

Global Changes and
Domestic Transformations:
The Midwest and the World.
September 1993, 16pp.

Global Changes and
Domestic Transformations:
Southern California’s
Emerging Role.

May 1993.

The United Nations and
Multilateral Sanctions: New
Options for US Policy?
October 1992.

Global Changes and Domes-
tic Transformations: New
Possibilities for American
Foreign Policy. April 1992.

Environment and Develop-
ment: Institutional Issues.
February 1992.

Redefining Arms Control in
US Foreign Policy.
October 1991.

Changing Realities in the
Horn of Africa: Implications
for Africa and US Policy.
October 1991.

Change and Stability in the
Middle East: How Do We
Get There From Here
September 1991.

World Press
Review

The foundation’s monthly mag-
azine features excerpts from the
press outside the United States
and interviews with prominent
international specialists on a
wide range of issues. You may
order a sample copy using the

order form to the left.

Publications Order Form
Call toll free: (800) 825-5746 to order cassettes/transcripts. s e\ i ) e
Quantity Item by Title Cost/Each The Stanley Foundation
216 Sycamore Street, Suite 500
World Press Revi le F
orid fress feview sample  Tree Muscatine, Jowa 52761-3831 _
Common Ground catalog Free Phone: (319) 264-1500
L. Fax: (319) 264-0864
Publications i,
. Internet: stanfound-sf@mcimail.com
(please print) =
Name *Quantity Orders
These items are available in quantity for
Address postage and handling charges as follows:
Individual copies FREE
2-10 $2.00
City 11-25 $4.00
26-50 $6.00
State Zip Over 50 Contact the foundation
for special pricing.
Fall 1995



African‘ Prgbl_ems, African Solutions

m M Y

Michael Chege is the director of
the African Capacity Building
Fund and aVisiting senior
research fellow at Harvard’s Cen-
ter for International Affairs. This
summer he spoke with Mary Gray
Davidson on Common Ground,
the Stanley Foundation’s weekly
radio program on international
affairs. The following are excerpts
from the conversation. For a com-
plete transcript or an audiocas-
sette of the program, see the
ordering information on page 10.

hege: I think, sadly, what has
C happened to Africa, sub-

Saharan Africa, after the end
of the Cold War has been, in gener-
al, a turn for the worse; but, I should
add almost immediately that there
have been some very positive devel-
opments taking place at the same
time. What has gone wrong? It’s
Somalia, it’s Rwanda. It is the dicta-
tors who have defied national opin-
ion in Kenya, in Zaire, in Cameroon
and Toga, and in countries like
those. It is the continuing civil wars
in Angola and Liberia, etcetera, and
now Sierra Leone.

But we cannot ignore what’s going
right either. It is South Africa and
the magnificent and sterling leader-
ship of Nelson Mandela in tran-
scending the confines of hatred,
apartheid, racism, and inequality
and bringing in a government that
represents all the communities.

There are cases in which democracy
and decent governance have been
returned and the people have elected
leadership that is promising in
Malawi, in Mozambique, after the
end of a vicious and long war. You
are seeing a government that is
democratic in countries like Zambia
and Benin; and there are countries
like Botswana, which have been sta-
ble for many years. All these

good things happen in Africa, which
is just as important as the things that
have gone wrong. You have to bal-
ance the two and ask yourself what
is the trend of the future?

@ Printed on recycled paper

Do you attribute many of these problems
of the past thirty years to the effects of
colonialism?

No, I don’t. I think we have to grow up.
And, frankly, I think the colonialism-as-
the-source-of-destruction card has been
overplayed. Colonialism had terrible
consequences on African societies, as
did slavery and all the evils of the past.
But, I'm saying this, we are talking
about a whole generation since indepen-
dence. An awful lot of the things that
you are seeing going wrong have been
perpetrated on the people after indepen-
dence by African governments and
African leaders. Well, there are some
people who argue that, “Well, there is
always the hand of the imperialist behind
the scenes somewhere.” Conspiracy the-
ories are popular in Africa. I don’t
believe these, that there is a hidden hand
of mendacious outsiders somewhere. On
the contrary, I think the interest of the
world in Africa has declined tremen-
dously, particularly beginning here, right
here in the United States.

In the US press and in much of the world
press I think the violence, the wars that
have taken place in Africa in recent
years, have been attributed to tribal-
ism—and I know that is a phrase you are
very much opposed to.

Yes. I object to the use of tribalism in
Africa as sort of primordial, old-fash-
ioned, primitive, sort of emotive, viscer-
al hatred of one group for another. It
evokes memories of African tribes with

spears coming out
and butchering each
other mindlessly. I
don’t think that this
is what has hap-
pened in Africa. In
Europe, we have
ethnic identities and
have had for a long
time. In Africa,
basically, when you
are talking about
tribalism, you are
talking about ethnic
identity.

Michael Chege

Do you see democracy as Africa’s
future?

It is Africa’s future, because the people
say so. They say so, because they turn
out to vote. You looked at the turnout in
South Africa, and you saw those wind-
ing lines. These are people who have
never voted before in their lives. In
Mozambique the turnout was something
like 90 percent—a country whose rate of
literacy is something like 20 to 30 per-
cent. In the United States, if you get a
voter turnout of 55 percent, that is very
high. So, please, let’s be clear about this.
I don’t want intellectuals and theorists to
be the judge. Let the people make that
decision, and every time they have been
given a choicg and fold, “You choose
whomevet you want,” they have turned
out in droves. Who are we to say no?

—excerpted by Keith Porter
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