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Building South Africa

4 How often in history do
you turn around and
say, ‘OK, the society

we’ve had is not good, hasn’t

worked, let’s throw it out the win-
dow and begin a new one.’? How
often does that happen in history?

We’ve got a tremendous opportu-

nity here,” said South African

Chris Albertyn. After years of

struggle against apartheid, South

Africans now have the chance to

rebuild not just their nation but

nearly every aspect of the society.

“We’ve been rightfully concerned,

primarily concerned, with the

democratization of this country,”
adds Albertyn. “Now as that hege-
mony that stuck us all together,
that reason for our solidarity, is
not going to be there..., we have
to begin to look at other issues.”

Most political, societal, and eco-
nomic issues were subsumed
under the struggle against
apartheid in South Africa for
decades. Now, the transitional
government led by Nelson Man-
dela faces a lengthy list of crises

Common Ground, the foundation’s
nationally-syndicated public radio pro-
gram, recently aired a four-part series
on the post-apartheid struggles facing
South Africa. Common Ground Pro-
ducer Keith Porter prepared this arti-
cle based on his travel and research
for the programs. Tapes and tran-
scripts of the series are available.

See page 10 for more details.

So Much To Do. For South Africans, including this woman in a Soweto
squatter settlement, the real work of nation-butlding has just begun.

and near-crises including econom-
ic development, militarization,
environmental disasters, and the
ongoing impact of racism-and
apartheid.

Development

The government has chosen to
deal with the primary economic
concerns through a $10 billion
“Reconstruction and Development
Program” (RDP). This is the gov-
ernment’s massive blueprint for
building houses; raising living
standards; and delivering educa-
tion, healthcare, and virtually
everything else denied the black
majority for so long.

“I expect to see the changes very
soon,” said Paulus Ngcobu,

regional secretary for the Congress
of South African Trade Unions in
the province of KwaZulu/Natal.
“They [the government] have
promised that we are going to have
so many houses. You are going to
have your house electrified. You
are going to have roads, et cetera.
Now the workers want to see the
affirmative action taking place in
the factories. They want to see
themselves climbing the ladder.”

Expectations are high. In the three
months since Mandela’s inaugura-
tion, there have been strikes and
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through very high defense expen-
diture and the development of a
powerful arms industry,
which became the 10th
largest arms industry in the
world. It happened at the
level of ideas, through pro-
moting what I’ve called an
ideology of militarism
which accepted that vio-
lence was a legitimate
solution to conflict.”

“Now the challenge
facing us,” said Cock,
“is to roll back this
process. We've done it

AP/WIDE WORLD PHOTOS

One Person,
One Vofe

Some voters wait-
ed hours to cast a
ballot in the first
all-race election.
In April, the new
South African flag
(top) was raised.

labor disputes involving automo-
bile, health care, and mine work-
ers. “The signs that greater adver-
sarial labor relations may be in the
offing are ominous,” according to
Japie Jacobs, special economic
adviser to the minister of finance.

Militarization

“It is going to be very difficult to
unroll the process of militarization
which we are a product of in
South Africa,” said Jacklyn Cock,
author and professor of Sociology
at the University of Witwater-
srand. “I’m talking about a long
historical social process that
involved mobilizing resources for
war. At the political level...the
[South African] security council
was dominated by military and
police people who came to hold
political power in the country.
This process of militarization hap-
pened at an economic level

politically through our first demo-
cratic election, but the struggle
now is to roll back this process at
the economic level and at the level
of ideas.”

The new government must decide
what to do with the arms industry.
Arms exports provide millions of
dollars to the South African econ-
omy. But weapons sales—espe-
cially those to nations such as Iraq
and Rwanda—raise international
protest and internal concern.

Perhaps more pressing for the
government is dealing with the
huge and ever-growing size of the
South African Defense Force
(SADF). Often used to quell anti-
apartheid protest, the SADF has
now incorporated the armed
forces of the former black home-
lands and members of the African
National Congress armed wing,
Umkhonto we Sizwe. While feed-

ing and housing this army of
more than 125,000 troops is a
large expense for the government,
cutting soldiets loose would
merely exacerbate the shortages
of housing and jobs.

“We need a new, different, alter-
native approach to security,” said
Cock. “What threatens our secu-
ity is no longer those concrete
military threats, it’s environmen-
tal deterioration and issues of
poverty and social justice. Large
defense expenditure on these
large armies is like dismantling a
house in order to erect a fence
around it.”

Environmentalism

One of the issues Jacklyn Cock
wants the society to focus on is
the environment—but not in the
way it has been traditionally
defined in South Africa. “We
have no mass-based environmen-
tal movement,” she said. “Envi-
ronmentalists or conservationists
are seen to be people who are
more concerned with animals
than with people, more concerned
with protecting the Black rhinoc-
eros, which is an endangered
species, than with poverty and the
needs of people.”

“The concept of the environment
is stigmatized,” Cock adds. “It’s
interpreted narrowly to mean the
conservation of threatened plants,
animals, and wilderness areas,
rather than the conservation of the
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natural resources on which all
economic activity depends. Part
of what I and others are involved
in now is trying to redefine that
notion of the environment, to link
questions of health to questions of
development in order to mobilize
people around quality of life
issues, as well as the narrow con-
servation issues.”

Under apartheid, environmental
questions were often decided with
only the well-being of whites in
mind. “When the South African
government was deciding where
to site our nuclear waste facility,
they mapped the entire country
and drew lines outside a 50-mile
radius encompassing every white
residential area, according to
Cock. “Those lines defined the so-
called “empty spaces” where the
nuclear waste facility could be
sited. In the end it was sited in a
place in Namaqualand, very near
a local Namaqua community.”

Chris Albertyn, an environmental
activist, doubts that the new gov-
ernment fully understands the
importance of the environmental
concerns. “The African National
Congress is paying, on the whole,
lip service to environmental
issues. [This is] mainly a factor of
people not really recognizing the
ecological links and the relevance
of environmental and environ-
mental justice issues. I think that
your movement in the United
States can really assist us a lot
here in South Africa in terms of
making those social justice links a
lot clearer,” said Albertyn.

Racism

In addition to these new concerns,
the old problem has certainly not
gone away. Far right-wing whites
reject the new government, and
the ethno-political tensions that so
characterized the fragility of the
transition process have an on-
going legacy in some regions.
“Becoming a nonracial society is
a painful thing because you need
conversion,” said Klippies
Kritzinger, a professor of religion
at the University of South Africa.
“It is not just a gradual add-some-
blacks-and-stir. It’s not like that.
You have power relationships that
are all buggered up, and there are
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people who are powerful and peo-
ple who are powerless. And
you’ve got to get out of that
through conversion and through a
lot of hard talking into each
other’s faces.”

“We have the right to be one
nation and the right to be differ-
ent. It is hard to marry those two
concerns,” said Kritzinger. “It is
not an abstract game of unity and
diversity. So we need little con-
crete projects that will help people
feel at home and that there is
enough religious space and cultur-
al space around them that they
don’t feel they’re being pushed
into a corner or that their culture
or their place is being destroyed.
And yet, at the same time, not
make that a launching pad for
racism or separatism all over
again. And I don’t think there is
any recipe. We’ll have to try and
find a way—experiment.”

Hope

Despite these huge obstacles, the
euphoria and goodwill generated
by the three-day, all-race election
process in South Africa last April
seem to have given the govern-
ment some breathing space in
dealing with the problems and to
have given the people a shot of
confidence. The elections are
often described by South Africans
as a touchstone of hope and opti-
mism. “It was a miracle, and 1
mean miracle in its true sense. It
was an incredible experience. It
was like Pentecost happening a bit
early,” said Sheena Duncan, a
prominent South African church
leader.

“[The election] was a very, very
exciting process,” said Jenny de
Tolly, president of the anti-apartheid
group Black Sash. “People would
first of all come and say, ‘Ah,
what’s this going to get me?” And
then you’d talk through the whole
issue of what a vote can actually
mean. And I must admit that some
of my most rewarding days in this
organization have been in those
interactions because suddenly peo-
ple with no rights, no recognition of
their humanity and their value sud-
denly realized, ‘Hey, this is recog-
nizing me as a person, and they
want my opinion.””

The ability to conduct elections in a
strife-torn country where most of
the population had never voted,
under the intense scrutiny of the
entire world, and with near univer-
sally accepted results indicate that
South Africa should not be underes-
timated in facing the current chal-
lenges. In fact, this single achieve-
ment may hold answers for the rest
of the world.

“The most extraordinary thing we
have achieved here is a negotiated
settlement to what was a bloody
conflict. I think maybe that’s what
the world could learn from South
Africa,” concludes de Tolly. “I’ve
seen, in the past five years, institu-
tions and people learning how to go
into situations of conflict and nego-
tiate to a place where you can have
two winners. And I think if the
world can learn that lesson ffom us,
then that’s something pretty special
we can give.”

—Keith Porter

Keith Porter

Rich and
beautiful.

South Africa is a
resource rich and,
as this picture of the
Cape of Good Hope
shows, beautiful
country. But the
extreme concentra-
tion of wealth in the
hands of minority
whites presents mas-
sive economic and
social problems.
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The UN:

Frustrations and Hope

he same plane crash that
I triggered the savage civil

war in Rwanda and led to
the massacre of 100,000 people in
Burundi also threatened to unleash
in it the same firestorm of vio-
lence that killed 1,000,000 in
Rwanda. The world community,
looking for a coping mechanism
in Burundi, turned to the United
Nations.

Stretched thin by the commitment
of resources and people in 17
operations around the world and
with a tepid mandate from mem-
ber states, the UN could manage
to scrape together a peacekeeping
team of only two people. The
enormity of the task might have
overwhelmed them; but the two
peacekeepers worked diligently,
not only separating combatants
but also devising unique ways to
facilitate reconciliation between
Hutus and Tutsis. They encour-
aged the government to make
infrastructure improvements in
areas where massacres occurred,
organized events intended to build
confidence between Hutus and
Tutsis, and coordinated negotia-
tions between the ethnic leaders.
As of this writing, a fragile peace
still exists in Burundi, although
many fear that a civil war could
be set off at the slightest provoca-
tion. J

Overburdened

The Burundi case illustrates both
the frustrations of and hope for the
United Nations today. The UN is
often called upon at the last
minute to mediate a conflict stem-
ming from long-festering animosi-
ties exacerbated by fundamental
economic and political inequities.
In Somalia and Yugoslavia in
addition to Burundi, the UN faced
conflicts that had simmered for
generations.

Snapshots: The UN is a work in
progress.

Adding to the frustration, the UN
is short of money. Overall, mem-
ber states owe $3.3 billion in
unpaid peacekeeping and regular
dues. It was only recently that the
largest recalcitrant contributor, the
United States, appropriated $1.2
billion to pay off its $950 million
overdue peacekeeping bill. But in
the next breath the US Congress
refused to provide $300 million in
Defense Department funds to
cover the US share of more recent
UN peacekeeping operations in
the former Yugoslavia, Somalia,
and along the border between
Kuwait and Iraqg.

To make matters worse, member
states are unwilling to grant the
UN the political authority or tools
to accomplish its mandate. The
secretary-general is often con-
strained by the interests of the per-
manent members of the Security
Council. The UN has difficulty
recruiting well-trained troops, and
the organization lacks reliable
command and control mecha-
nisms.

Despite a reluctance to adequately
equip and support the UN, mem-
ber states are quite willing to
dump intractable, unwanted prob-
lems on its shoulders. Without
money, the organization is forced
to’address fundamental issues by
patching together a program
which is often far short of ideal. In
some ways, the UN seems sct up
for failure.

However, even in these seemingly
impossible situations the UN is
sometimes able to make a positive
difference in large or small ways.
In Burundi, for instance, the
peacekeepers staged informal
meetings between ethnic factions.
In the former Yugoslavia, UN
forces attempted to bring an air of

Courier




normalcy to a battered Sarajevo by
staging a soccer game between
peacekeeping troops and civilians.

On a larger scale, sometimes the
UN is asked to go well beyond
peacekeeping or peacemaking. In
Namibia and Cambodia, the UN
organized elections and helped to
develop a consensus which
improved prospects for making
those countries governable. The
successes—small and large—help
to balance the failures.

What Next?

The future of the UN is being
determined today. Will it be domi-
nated by failed military missions
resulting from impossible circum-
stances, little cash, and insufficient
political will? Or will the UNs
future be marked by innovative
ways to resolve conflict, buoyed
by support from the world com-
munity? Those were questions
faced by a group consisting of UN
officials, ambassadors to the Unit-
ed Nations, scholars, and members
of nongovernmental organizations
at a Stanley Foundation confer-
ence intended to examine the
“State of the United Nations:
Decline or Regeneration in the
Next Fifty Years.” The discussion
centered on articulating a mandate
for a renewed UN.

General agreement on the United
Nation’s major purposes and activ-
ities was seen as a critical first
step. The conferees identified sev-
eral: 1) norm-setting—norms
establish standards for acceptable
behavior, and the UN has played
an important role in that regard in
the international realm; 2) making
the world a more secure place—
this involves crisis intervention
using the tools of collective securi-
ty, peacekeeping and peacemak-
ing, but it also encompasses coop-
erative steps to reduce the
prospects for conflict; 3) spear-
heading the drive for economic
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and social progress; 4) capacity-
building—helping nations and
peoples to live independently,
securely, and more prosperously;
5) providing a global forum for
ideas, particularly a forum which
could be expanded to include the
historically disenfranchised.
Given that the UN will always
have limited resources, however,
it is important that there also be
widely agreed-upon priorities for
action.

To achieve the institutional man-
dates set out at the conference, the
UN will be forced to overcome
several serious impediments. Per-
haps the biggest obstacle is the
fact that the United Nations is a
nation-state-based organization in
an era where money, ideas, and
people are increasingly less sub-

ject to state control. Many ques-

tion whether the UN can effec-
tively act as a voice of the people
while being comprised exclusive-
ly of government representatives.
Other hurdles include the lack of
effective coordination among the
UN and specialized agencies and
other bodies, as well as a lack of
money. Any vision for a revital-
ized United Nations will require
the UN to overcome significant
barriers.

Finally, more to begin a dialogue
rather than to achieve consensus,
participants at the Santa Fe con-
ference suggested several possible
ways to improve the United
Nations to enable it to effectively
deal with crises in the future.

* Fundamentally reconfigure
the United Nations—To some,
the current structure is not suited
to this new era. A newly consti-
tuted UN might include: 1) a
“global directorate” consisting
of major powers and other repre-
sentatives charged with acting
on security issues; 2) a represen-
tative parliament consisting of

national parliamentarians or
directly elected representatives;
3) firm commitment to verifi-
able principles covering human
rights, arms control, and other
areas.

Make long-term reforms to
the United Nations—Many
reforms required to revitalize
the UN could be wrenching,
take time, and require political
will. The UN should develop
ways to compel contributors to
pay arrears, find additional
forms of financing, and consider
global taxation. An economic
security council could be estab-
lished and the international legal
system should be strengthened.
An international civil service
should be created.

Near-term changes that could
improve the UN-Nations could
enhance the UNs capability to
respond militarily and could
strengthen arms transfer control
measures at the UN. The UN
should permit greater input into
its organization by increasing
coordination within its system,
permitting greater input-ffom
nongovernmental organizations,
and creating stronger relations
with regional organizations.

Implementatioff of these propos-
als will require a change in atti-
tudes toward the United Nations.
The push for change may not
come from inside the organization
or from national governments,
both of which may be satisfied,
for different reasons, with the sta-
tus quo. Impetus for change may
instead come from the transna-
tional movements for progress.
And it may also come from ordi-
nary citizens who believe that
when war threatens to bring a
massacre to Burundi the UN
should have more than two lonely
souls to send in.

—Bruno Pigott

“The
future of
the UN is
being
determined
today.”

Participants at the Stanley
Foundation's 29th United
Nations of the Next
Decade Conference in
Santa Fe, New Mexico,
included present and for-
mer UN ambassadors
[from nine countries, UN
officials, and a mix of aca-
demic experts and jour-
nalists. The discussions
are off the record, and
individual participants
cannot be quoted. But the
foundation widely circu-
lates the ideas discussed
at the conference as a way
to make the UN more
effective. See page 10 to
order a conference report
or a cassette from the
Common Ground program
entitled ” Intervening in
Civil Conflicts” (#9429)
and “Evaluating the UNs

Progress” (#9434).




Where Worlds Collide

Borderlands

around
the globe
share many

characteristics
that set them

Ellen Dorsey

apart from
the interior.

Hopes. A FEMAP

nursing school offers
career opportunities
to Mexico’s poorest.

wenty-year-old Dora Ella
Martinez has a dream for

her two daughters. When
they’re old enough, she wants
them to go to school in the United
States. That’s why Martinez took
the extraordinary risks in travel-
ing alone, pregnant and penniless,
from the interior of Mexico to the
US side of the border. She had
heard that if her children were
born in the United States they
would have a right to go to school
here. And, they would have what
she has often had to do without—
a roof over their heads and
enough to eat.

Martinez tells the story of her
journey and her hopes for her
children in the sweltering midday
heat that saturates the offices of
El Paso’s Annunciation House, a
privately run shelter for the end-
less flow of immigrants and
refugees from Mexico and Central
America. Her story is repeated
thousands of times in the border-
land by people trying to escape

overwhelming poverty and build a
better life for their children, or
who have fled civil war and gov-
ernment repression south of the
US border. Like Martinez, many
who are making the treacherous
journey are women, often with
children, traveling alone.

“Because of changes in US labor
law,” notes border writer Debbie
Nathan, “women have an easier
time finding jobs on the US side
than men.” “But while men can be
subject to abuse as they try to
make their way to the border, the
dangers multiply for women,”’says
Delia Gomez, executive director
of the El Paso-based Las Americ-
as Refugee Asylum Project.
Gomez recounts many stories
about Central American women
“arrested in Mexico, forced to turn
over all their possessions, then
raped, and then deported any-
way.” Or, of some who hire a coy-
ote (people-smugglers, to use
author Luis Alberto Urrea’s defin-
ition), who may be left stranded in
the desert, physically abused, even
raped. Or, of others whose chil-
dren are threatened or whose rela-
tives back home are imperiled.

This summer, the Stanley Founda-
tion’s Common Ground radio pro-
gram featured a two-part series
about women in the US-Mexico
borderland—the problems con-
fronting the most
marginalized peo-
ple in American
and Mexican
society and some
of the organiza-
tions and initia-
tives addressing
those problems.
This series
focused on the
border cities of El
Paso, Texas, and
Ciudad Juarez,
Mexico.

The Lure of the
Border
Borderlands
around the globe
share many characteristics that set
them apart from the interior. The
mixing of people from various
nations creates a “laboratory of
social, cultural, political, and
demographic experimentation,”
writes Austin-based journalist Joe
Holley. This phenomenon is
heightened in the twin cities found

all along the US-Mexico border.
These symbiotic urban complexes,
stretching from San Diego and
Tijuana to Brownsville and Mata-
moras, have undergone tremen-
dous population and economic
growth since the middle of this
century. Though often illegal, the
cross-border flow of people and
goods has steadily increased as the
global economic system becomes
ever more internationalized. The
tariff-free trade zone that the two
countries established in 1965 has
been the main economic draw.
Some 1,500 factories known as
maquiladoras have sprung up on
the Mexican side of the border
since then. Unfortunately, many of
these assembly plants moved from
the United States to Mexico so
they could pay rock-bottom wages
(e.g., $5 a day in Mexico as
opposed to the US minimum wage
of $4.25 an hour) and have to con-
form to far fewer environmental
laws. Once in the area, US wages
and images of a high standard of
living lure them across the border.
This is in addition to the prospect
of safety for those people fleeing
great danger in their native lands.

It’s ironic that as countries negoti-
ate free trade agreements, legaliz-
ing the free flow of money and
goods, the movement of people is
becoming more restricted. One of
the most striking examples of this
seeming contradiction occurred in
El Paso as the United States was
finalizing the North American
Free Trade Agreement with Cana-
da and Mexico. El Paso and its
twin city, Ciudad Judrez, are sepa-
rated only by the parched Rio
Grande. The region’s 2,000,000
people have worked and socialized
rather easily for decades. Now the
Clinton Administration has made
permanent a border patrol program
to keep illegals out. “Operation
Hold the Line” adds nearly a thou-
sand new agents along a 20-mile
stretch of border around El Paso
and will erect fences with elec-
tronic surveillance equipment. But
Ruben Garcia, the director of
Annunciation House, believes that
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won’t keep the most desperate
individual out. In the case of Dora
Ella Martinez, Garcia comments
that, “You have a woman saying ‘I
won’t settle for my children being
hungry. I don’t care what borders
you put up....” If you look at it
from that perspective, how many
people in the United States would
not make the same statement?”

With nothing to lose, in many
cases the immigrants continue to
arrive and settle where they can on
the border. Their numbers have
created infrastructure nightmares,
especially on the Mexican side.
It’s estimated that 2,000 people
arrive weekly in Ciudad Juérez,
where half the population already
live below the poverty line. Offi-
cials there cannot or do not come
close to providing adequate shel-
ter, running water, or sanitation
facilities. On a single day this past
summer, 20 people, mostly chil-
dren, died from drinking contami-
nated water. The situation on the
US side is hardly better for the
border’s poorest people. Accord-
ing to Sister Maribeth Larkin, lead
organizer for the El Paso Interreli-
gious Sponsoring Organization
(EPISO), approximately 75,000 El
Paso residents live in colonias,
neighborhoods which don’t have
running water, sewer systems, or
other basic services we consider
part of the standard of living in the
United States. Nearly 300,000
people face this situation on the
Texas side of the border, Larkin
estimates. She says people in the
colonias, primarily Hispanics,
bought property in these neighbor-
hoods from unscrupulous develop-
ers who promised that the basic
infrastructure would be forthcom-
ing.

What’s Working

EPISO and many other organiza-
tions are making a dent in the
poverty that defines the lives of so
many border residents. In one of
its many projects, EPISO has
secured, through community orga-
nizing and statewide campaigns,
$400 million for water and sewer
systems in the US colonias.
Through grassroots organizing, the
group works to empower exploited
or disenfranchised citizens.
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Among the most exploited are
women, who are also often reluc-
tant to become advocates for their
cause. And yet, in the border
region, many women have broken
through. Debbie Nathan, author of
Women and Other Aliens, notes
that, “Because of the national or
class culture and because people
are poor, it’s very compelling and
moving to see women working
with these situations and taking
leadership positions.” She says,
*“The most progressive stuff is
being done by women: (they’re)
organizing around environment,
labor, and health issues.”

Immigrant garment workers, for
example, are learning about their
rights through organizations like
La Mujer Obrera (Woman Work-
er) in El Paso. These women, says
Director Carmen Ibarra, now
know what government agencies
they can complain to if they are
not paid for overtime work, or the
factory they work in has no
restroom facilities, or they are
sexually harassed. Ibarra says the
garment industry was one of the
best industries to work in when
she arrived in El Paso over 23
years ago, but the abuse of women
permeates the new sweatshops
that have sprung up since the
major factories moved over to
Mexico. Now some of these
women are fighting back.

Women are finding strength
through numbers on both sides of
the border. Eight years ago, The
Mexican Federation of Private
Health and Community Develop-
ment Associations, known as
FEMAP, started a community
bank program, which caters
almost exclusively to the poorest
women. These women would
never qualify for a traditional
bank loan because they have no
collateral. But in the community
bank, 15-20 bank members are
selected for a start-up loan rang-
ing from $80-$450. Their enter-
prises may involve anything from
selling individual bottles of Coca-
Cola on the street to opening a
secondhand clothing store. Each
bank works as a group: meeting
regularly, supporting each other’s
work, and sometimes using peer

pressure—as the entire bank
assumes responsibility for paying
back the loan. Members are also
required to save 20 percent more
so they can eventually continue on
their own. Eduardo Gonzales, the
director of FEMAP’s economic
development program, says the
payback rate is 90 percent. Anna
de Regno’s secondhand store has
been so successful that she has
graduated from the community
bank to FEMAP’s microenterprise
program. Where they once had to
make do with her husband’s $45 a
week salary from a Judrez
magquiladora, de Regno says she’s
now able to pay all the household
bills with the $300 she clears
weekly from her business.

Because FEMAP’s community
bank program has worked so well,
it’s being used as a model on the
US side of the border. Just across
from Juarez in Anthony, New
Mexico, the Women’s Intercultur-
al Center is starting its first ever
community bank. The eight bank
members just received their first
loan this summer and hope to
replicate FEMAP’s success.
—Mary Gray Davidson

Twins. Mother and
new babies recover
at a FEMAP hospital
in Ciudad Judrez,
Mexico.

To order the two-part
radio series about
women on the border
see page 10.

Ellen Dorsey




School for small families

Each dot represents one developing coun-

10 try: the overall pattern shows a close and
- consistent relationship between the level
of fertility in 1992 and the level of sec-
8 -h‘- ondary education for girls a decade earlier.

Average births per woman 1992
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At the World Conference on Population and Development this
September, emphasis was placed on empowering women as a
means to slowing population growth. That point is supporfed by
this chart, showing the role played by the education of girls.

UNICEF Progress of Nations report 1994

Not the World Cup. Students play a game using an earth balloon.

The game is part of the Summer Special organized by the Stanley Foundation
each year in Muscatine, lowa. The program is a kind of living laboratory for
teaching global perspectives.

Cindy O’Dell

Educators
Conference

lobal education means different things to dif-
Gl’crent people. To some it means teaching

about other cultures. To others it means
teaching from an entirely different perspective—
looking at issues like the environment or population
from a global rather than strictly local or national
perspective. For still others, it means encouraging
learning that employs not only reasoning but also
emotional and even spiritual tools.

In spite of this definitional vagueness, a community
of people identifying themselves as global educators
has emerged in the past two decades. They have
largely coalesced around an operational depiction of
global education drawn out in a 1976 article, An
Attainable Global Perspective, by Robert Hanvey,
an independent educational writer and social studies
curriculum consultant. However, in 1993, Hanvey
precipitated a controversy of sorts within the com-
munity when, at a national meeting, he publicly
questioned his own earlier assertions about global
education.

Hanvey’s comments prompted the Stanley Founda-
tion to convene two conferences to explore the future
of global education. The first involved 16 individu-
als who are primarily well-established scholars in the
field. The second, comprised of 50 participants, was
younger, more racially and ethnically mixed, more
gender balanced, and was drawn from both schools
and less traditional learning environments.

Demographics were not the only differences, howev-
er. The discugsions were markedly different. Most
of the fotmer group approaches global education in
an analytical way that is geared toward influencing
traditional disciplines, while the majority of the latter
is more inclined toward an experiential approach to
learning and teaching. -

While the community may be somewhat divided,
global education need not be set back because of it.
In a report written to summarize the two meetings,
global educator Jan Drum writes, “While there was
no general agreement about strategies for the future
of global education, the conferences did produce a
number of proposed new projects.” She continues,
“Certainly most people who attended the events will
continue their work. ...But will they take the time to
come together? Under what circumstances might
they do s0?”

Perhaps those questions are being at least partially
answered. Since the conferences, at least one region-
al network of global educators has taken root, and
others may follow.

—Jeffrey Martin
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Hazel Henderson

The New
Economy

he concept of a national

economy is obsolete and

national sovereignty is
about to fall next. That’s the
view of Hazel Henderson, a
futurist and economist who is
critical of traditional economic
thinking. Henderson addressed
the citizens conference on sus-
tainable development held in
Davenport, Iowa, last July.

National leaders keep trying to
stimulate GDP growth; but as
the industrial and service sectors
of the economy become more
automated, nations are experi-
encing simultaneous GDP
growth and job loss. In re-
sponse, national leaders engage
in cutthroat competition to
obtain and protect jobs for their
citizens. But, increasingly their
citizens understand that there is
little their leaders can really do,
Henderson asserted.

“The new economic model,”
she said, “is being built in com-
munities where enterprising
individuals are
building local
economies that in
many ways are
self-supporting
and unaccounted
for in national
statistics.” In
some cases, even in the US,
communities have gone so far
as to issue their own currency
for dealing with local business-
es.

But local communities also need
international agreements to reg-
ulate global activities. As the
new model emerges, she says,
“We are doing the local to glob-
al thing.”

—Jeffrey Martin
Fall 1994

Sustaining

Sustainable Development

t 5:30 on Friday morning, July 22,

1994, 35 people piled into cars and a

chartered bus in Davenport, Iowa, for
a three-hour ride into Chicago. They were
headed to a meeting of the President’s Council
on Sustainable Development. The council
would give them about 20 minutes to make a
presentation. Then, they would head back to
Davenport to participate in a conference aimed
at making sustainable development a more
accepted and practiced concept.

The more than 200 participants at the Daven-
port conference, “Two Years After UNCED:
Exploring Partnerships for Sustainable Devel-
opment,” were representatives of nongovern-
mental organizations, educational institutions,
and individual citizens from across the United
States and at least seven other countries. The
conference was held July 20-24, but recessed
for a day on the 22nd so that some delegates
could make the presentation to the President’s
Council.

The heart of the presentation was drawn from
specific working papers that were drafted
before the conference, discussed and modified
there, and then finalized for the President’s
Council. The papers cover eight policy areas
related to sustainable development.

The President’s Council was established in
1993 and is composed of 26 individuals,
including cabinet members, corporate CEQs,
and the heads of large environmental organiza-
tions, among others. Its mandate is to explore
and develop policy recommendations “that
encourage economic growth, job creation, and
effective use of our natural and cultural
resources.”

Still Working

The Davenport conference is indicative of the
energy being put into the sustainability move-
ment two years after it achieved international
prominence at the Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro. The concept of sustainability refers to
the long-term cultural, economic, and environ-
mental health and vitality of the earth’s peo-
ples. It is often defined as meeting the needs of

the present, without compromising the abili-
ty of future generations to meet their own
needs.

The conference was the latest in a series
convened by the Citizens Network for Sus-
tainable Development. Cosponsors were the
Stanley Foundation and the Iowa Division
of the United Nations Association. The Citi-
zens Network began in 1990 as part of US
citizen groups’ preparation for the Earth
Summit, officially called the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment (UNCED). Three months after the
Earth Summit, network members met in
East Lansing, Michigan, and voted to con-
tinue to work together on the issues related
to the Earth Summit. They laid out priority
activities for the network, including confer-
ences to bring together those working on
sustainable development for policy formula-
tion, education, networking, and debate.

National and Local Focus

Among the issues debated in Davenport was
the early performance of the President’s
Commission. While pleased that a high-
level group had been assembled, many criti-
cized the council for timidity. They said
council members do not seem to appreciate
that the realization of a more sustainable
society requires dramatic change in the way
people live and do business.

Having presented position papers to the
President’s Council, the participants
returned to Davenport for workshops on
local and regional efforts to give concrete
meaning to sustainability.

—Jeffrey Martin

pes




Common Ground
Selected Cassettes and Transcripts

9443—Life and Death in Sudan
Sudan’s human tragedy goes unnoticed by the world. (October 1994)

9442—Women in Informal Economies
Kathleen Stout on the world’s uncounted work. (October 1994)

9441—The Roots of Hunger
How the causes of hunger should be attacked. (October 1994)

9440—Prospects for the Two Koreas
A look at the peninsula’s window of opportunity. (October 1994)

9439—Wired for Peace
Changing the world with e-mail and the Internet. (September 1994)

9438—Empowering Citizens
Sam Harris of RESULTS on reclaiming democracy. (September
1994)

9436/37—Women Bridging the Divide
A two-part look at life on the US-Mexico border. (September 1994)

9435—Global Exchange
Americans make global citizen-to-citizen contact. (August 1994)

9434—Evaluating the UNs Progress
Maurice Bertrand, Charles William Maynes, and Brian Urquhart take
an early look at the UNs fifty -year work. (August 1994)

9433—Surviving Stalin
Adam Hochschild on Russians and the Stalin years. (August 1994)

9431/32—Considering Peace
A two-part talk with peace researcher Johan Galtung. (August1994)

9429—Intervening in Civil Conflicts
The international role in internal wars. (July 1994)

9424—Passage From Prague
Czech author Iva Pekarkova on her work. (June 1994)

9419—South Africa: A Celebration of Democracy
9425/26—Creating South Africa

9428—The Church in South Africa

9430—South Africa and the Environment

These programs, featuring interviews done in South Africa, look
at the many challenges facing the new nation. (May-July 1994)

Cassettes and transcripts of the foundation’s radio program Common
Ground are available at the following prices (plus shipping and han-
dling):

Single program cassettes $ 995
Two-part series cassettes 15.95
Four-part series cassettes 27.95
Transcripts 5.00

TO ORDER CASSETTES OR TRANSCRIPTS CALL TOLL FREE:

(800) 825-5746

Publications

Single copies free, see order form for multiple-copy charge.
Green entries indicate new publications.

Changes
& Transformations

Shaping American Global
Policy: The Growing Impact
of Societal Relations.

New actors are emerging to
shape America’s global rela-
tions. This report examines
how these society-to-society
interactions have impacted the
policymaking process. Specif-
ically, four bilateral relation-
ships were discussed:

* America and China

» America and Mexico

e America and Russia

» America and South Africa
October 1993, 52pp.

Global Changes and
Domestic Transformations:
The Midwest and the World
An examination of the Mid-
west perspective on America’s
changing relations with the
world. September 1993, 16pp.

Global Changes and -
Domestic Transformations:
Southern California’s
Emerging Role.

A diverse group of the’
region’s thinkers and doers
examined possibilities and
tensions created when devel-
oping global policies, espe-
cially economic policies, that
are mainly local and regional
rather than national. May
1993, 28pp.

Global Changes and
Domestic Transformations:
New Possibilities for
American Foreign Policy.
This 16-page booklet is the
first in a series of anticipated
publications entitled, “Changes
& Transformations,” docu-
menting a process of inquiry
into and dialogue on America’s
relationship with the world.
April 1992.

United Nations

State of the United
Nations: Decline or
Regeneration in the Next
Fifty Years.

As the United Nations
approaches its fiftieth
anniversary, participants
discussed what is needed to
revitalize to meet emerging
challenges. June 1994,
44pp.

The UN System and NGOs:
New Relationships

“for a New Era?
Participants discussed develop-
ing ways for NGOs to con-
tribute directly to the work of
the United Nations. February
1994, 32pp.

The UN Role in
Intervention: Where

Do We Go From Here?

As the public increasingly
looks to the UN to intervene in
crises, the organization must
improve its ability to respond
politically, economically, and
militarily. June 1993, 32pp.
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Changing Concepts of Sover- | Human Rights
eignty: Can the United
Nations Keep Pace

How should the UN respond to

this question, considering the

Political Symbol or Policy
Tool? Making Sanctions
Work.

Participants strongly supported
the development of the United

Old Titles
Still Available

International Human Rights
and US Foreign Policy.

Human rights advocates met to

Environment and Develop-
ment: Institutional Issues.

Nations’ ability to support
effective application of sanc-
tions, which includes enhanc-
ing UN operational capacity.
February 1993, 24pp.

The United Nations and

Multilateral Sanctions: New

Options for US Policy?
Renewed global interest in
multilateral sanctions chal-
lenges conventional wisdom
that “sanctions don’t work”™

and raises important analytical
and practical questions regard-

ing their utility as a policy
instrument. October 1992, 16pp.

organization is both an advo-
cate of national sovereignty

and yet an instrument for limit-

ing it? July 1992, 36pp.

Security and
Disarmament

Preventing Weapons
Proliferation: Should the
Regimes Be Combined?

Weapons proliferation has been

identified by many as the pri-
mary security concern of the
post-Cold War era. This con-
ference is the first attempt to

bring together experts from all
areas to examine the synthesis
and integration of nonprolifera-

tion efforts. October 1992,
40pp.

reflect on the work of the
buman rights community; on
its impact, shortcomings, and
accomplishments; and on the
issues, responses, and
approaches to consider in
charting a future course in the
post-Cold War era. October
1992, 20pp.

Global Education

Making Global Connections.

Activities for use with the
newspaper, to infuse global
perspective into 6-8 grade
classes. September 1994,
52pp.

February 1992.

US Policy Toward a Post-
Socialist USSR.
October 1991.

Redefining Arms Control in
US Foreign Policy.
October 1991.

Changing Realities in the
Horn of Africa: Implications
for Africa and US Policy.
October 1991.

Change and Stability in the
Middle East: How Do We
Get There From Here?
September 1991.

Collective Security and the
United Nations: An Old
Promise in a New Era.
June 1991.

Issues in Education: Learn-
ing to Live in a Pluralistic

B N Society.
Publications Order Form January 1991.
Call toll free: (800) 825-5746 to order cassettes/transcripts. Please send completed form to: The Growing Impact of
Quantity Ttem by Titl Cost/Each Ethnic and Geographic
uantity Item by Title ost/Eac i i ;
The Stanley Foundation },):l’iil;lty o\ I D
World Press Review sample Free* 216 Sycamore Street, Suite 500 October 1990.
c ) Muscatine, Iowa 52761-3831
ommon Ground catalog Free . q
(319) 264-1500 Foreign Aid Beyond the
Publications Free* il
i ree Fax (319) 264-0864 October 1990.
(please print)
World Press
Review
The foundation’s monthly mag-
azine features excerpts from the
press outside the United States
*Quantity Orders and interviews with prominent
These items are available in quantity for . . o
Name postage and handling charges as follows: international specialists on a
Address Tndividual copies FREE wide range of issues. You may
2-10 $2.00 order a sample copy using the
11-25 4.00
26-50 26.00 order form to the left.
City Over 50 Contact the foundation
Fall 1994 m



The Freedom to Travel

Medea Benjamin is codirector of
Global Exchange, a nonprofit
research, education, and action
center based in San Francisco.
Among other things, Global
Exchange organizes dozens of
grass-roots educational trips each
year known as Reality Tours. On a
recent broadcast of Common
Ground, the Stanley Foundation’s
weekly radio series on world
affairs, Benjamin spoke with Keith
Porter about the group’s efforts to
ease restrictions on travel to Cuba.
The following are excerpts from
program #9435. For a complete
transcript of this program, see the
ordering information on page 10.

Florence McCall

Medea Benjamin

@ Printed on recycled paper

TSF 7.5K 1094

The Freedom to Travel Campaign
received an awful lot of attention earli-
er this year, Tell us what happened,
what the goals were, and how it turned
our.

Medea Benjamin: We take groups to
China, Vietnam, and Cambodia, and
suddenly when we started doing trips to
Cuba we realized there were all these
restrictions to stop us from going there.
Even at the height of the Cold War you
could go to the Soviet Union and East-
ern Europe. You never had those kind
of prohibitions in many other commu-
nist countries, why Cuba?

[In Cuba] we saw hundreds of thou-
sands of Canadians, Mexicans, Italians,
Germans, and all these other people
who were there to just lie on the beach
or do whatever they wanted to do, and
they had no restrictions to go to Cuba.
So we joined with other organizations
around the country and created the
Freedom to Travel Campaign to chal-
lenge the US government’s policies on
restricting US travel to Cuba. It mush-
roomed into a huge controversy pitting
us against the US government.

And the government eventually tried to
stop the trip?

We did one trip in October [of 1993]
with 175 people, and the government

took away some of these people’s pass-
ports when we came back into the
country. You could go to jail for 10
years and be fined $250,000 for merely
going to our neighboring island. In the
end, they didn’t prosecute us—and they
returned the passports. Well, they
didn’t change the law either, so that
wasn’t good enough. So, we planned
another trip that went at the end of
June. A week before the trip was to
leave [the US Treasury Department]
froze our bank account to stop us from

going.
What happened?

I think it backfired on the government
because we got tremendous press from
the fact that here is a nice educational
group of people that want to go to Cuba
and learn about Cuba, just like they
want to learn about any other country
and the US government freezes their
bank account. It doesn’t look good. It
doesn’t look like a democratic system.
We managed to get the US Congress to
pass a nonbinding resolution saying
presidents shouldn’t restrict travel to
any country for educational purposes.
So we feel the momentum is on our
side, but right now our accounts are
still frozen and we are pushing ahead.

— excerpted by Keith Porter

The Stanley Foundation
216 Sycamore Street, Suite 500
Muscatine, lowa 52761-3831

Address Correction Requested

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Cedar Rapids, 1A
Permit 214




	20191204114606
	20191204114647
	20191204114705
	20191204114727
	20191204114748
	20191204114853
	20191204114928
	20191204114948
	20191204115003
	20191204115021
	20191204115040
	20191204115058

