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Waiting  
for a 

Green Stimulus
By Julian Brave NoiseCat

A view of a protest message, “We need a green new deal,” written in chalk in front of the New York State Capitol and office of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo. (Getty Images/Rochlin)
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spend big on jobs, infrastructure, and climate. “We should 

on a safe and prosperous future,” we wrote. With interest 
rates at historic lows, such an agenda would be cheaper to 

The coronavirus seemed to be toppling pillars of American 

so long as the federal government was allocating trillions 
of dollars in federal aid and economic relief, greens like 

The pandemic, like global warming, had bound the fates of 
societies around the world together like few other calamities 

rebuilt the continent, and back home we created the middle 

imagine the nation reprising its historic role: leading a 

ven before Congress passed the historic $2.2 trillion Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, buzz began to 

build in Washington, DC, that lawmakers would soon return to the 

Capitol to hash out another deal. President Donald Trump signed 

the CARES Act into law on Friday, March 27.

Labor released new statistics showing more than 6.6 

The speaker, responding to the news, changed her tune: 

things we need to do to meet the needs—clean water, 

An Opportunity for Leadership
Climate and environmental advocates, on the other 
hand, saw in the economic fallout from the coronavirus 
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Chuck Schumer had little appetite for a tussle with the 

would have to wait.

involved agreed it would have to be done as part of a 
broader bipartisan infrastructure package that could 

going to do infrastructure, that would mean lawmakers 

the spread of the disease, the economic downturn, and 
trending public opinion—to shift from a framework that 
foregrounded relief and health care to one that centered 
on jobs and infrastructure. 

presidential campaigns, providing a menu of green stim

began drafting and researching climate priorities that 

to invest in jobs and infrastructure projects that would 
put Americans back to work once it was safe. 

These ideas, of which there were dozens, ranged from a 

ture to a proposal to create a Climate Conservation 

for future generations.

Room for Negotiation
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shorthand for a bill aimed more at jobs, infrastructure, 

was heard. Most believed Congress would return and get 

put forward partisan legislation that, in the era of divided 
government, would do nothing to contain the spread 

ing continues in either chamber of Congress, our votes 
should not be taken for granted.” 

most appropriate advisers on matters of public health and 

shifts in the views of voters. When should we start to 

far, we have seen little movement, with three out of four 
voters polled in April believing that Congress should pri
oritize relief over infrastructure.

deal more—and in fact set the tone for the rest of the 

The West Wing or Veep

round of legislation, the slow drip of information out of 

chasing the latest news and adjusting their approach 
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against the pandemic, economic shock, and climate 

back to the negotiating table. Climate and environmental 

istration and Congress. Whether we will have the votes 

stakes could not be higher. 

disease that has knit together the fate of humans across 

even further inward. As we face global challenges that 

be one of the most tragic and damaging legacies of the 

Julian Brave NoiseCat is Vice President of Policy and Strategy at 
Data for Progress. He is also a Fellow at the Type Media Center 
and NDN Collective.

To limit the increase in global average temperature to 1.5°C 
above preindustrial levels, the most critical transformational 
pathways for reducing emissions need to be accelerated, and 
innovative ideas need further attention. Before the world expe-
rienced the COVID-19 pandemic and its accompanying impact 
on the global economy, the Stanley Center, E3G, and experts 

could incorporate those kinds of systemic changes. The author 
shared his expertise during a roundtable dialogue that led to a 
playbook for action in times of economic crisis, published by the 
center in March 2020.

and Congress want to work together on a massive 

comes to mind.” 

another bipartisan bill.

A Missing Solidarity

were not setting aside their climate plans in light of the 

“We need to send a strong political signal to the world and 

ture and the climate. 

which legislatures and central banks around the world 

the moment we need to start making unprecedented 
steps to decarbonize.

weeks before. As of this writing, it remains unclear if 
Congress will even come back to the table to negoti

climate change was also a strong general election issue 


